





















i Have this rule for othetflff when I am dead:— 
«Be always sure you’re right, tlieu go ahead.” 


CONTAINING ‘JF^^.ANKlEnS^ANoUbVEWTURES IN THE BACK 
WOODS, AND ROVyS, SP,f?EFS,> AN-D SCRAPES ON 

THE\VyESTERN WaYeRS. ij + ^ 

With ^an'asontf KUustva.Uons. 


JPJKfe H EIt • & 'B K O V H £ H: 

No, 15 N. Sixth Street, Philada.: 74 Chatham Street, New York 
71 Court St.^ Boston : 62 Baltimore St., Baltimore* 
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THE 2TOHTH 2kX£EBX€J.£USr CALSNDAK, 1852. 

Being Bissextile, and, until July 4th, the 76th year of the Independence of the Un ited States. 

Of) ARIES, the Ram. ~ 


y TAURUS, 
the Bull. 

05 CANCER, 
the Crab. 

VIRGO, 
the Virgin. 

lit SCORPIO, 
the Scorpion. 

YS CAPRICORN, 
the Goat. 



H GEMINI, 
the Twins. 

Q LEO, 
the Lion. 

so= LIBRA, 
the Balance. 

$ SAGITARIUS, 
the Archer. 

~ AQUARIUS, 
the Waterman. 


X PISCES, the Fishes. 


Dominical Letters, D, C. 
Golden Number. 10 

Epact, 9 

Solar Cycle, 13 


CHRONOLOGICAL CYCLES AND MOVABLE FEASTS. 


Roman Indiction, 10 
Julian Period, 65G5 

Septuagesima S., Feb. 8 


Shrove Sunday, Feb. 22 
Easter Sunday, April 11 
Rogation Sunday, May 16 


Ascension Day, May 20 
Whit Sunday, May 30 
Trinity Sunday, June 6 
Advent Sunday, Nov. 28 


CUSTOMARY NOTES. 

1. Venus, (^) will be Evening Star until July 21, then Morning Star until May 13,1853. 

2. The Moon will run highest'this year (same as last,) about the 12th degree of (al?) 
Cancer, and lowest about the 12th degree of (VJ ) Capricorn. 

3. Latitude of Herschel (), about 23' 40" south, this year. 

4. Longitude of the Moon’s Ascending Node ( S2 ) in the middle of this year, 3 signs, 
80, or 98 degrees. 

5. Mean obliquity of the Ecliptic in the middle of tills year, 230 27' 30.8". True obli- 
quity at the same time, 230 27' 29.1". 


EQUINOXES AND SOLSTICES. 

Vernal Equinox, Mar. 20 .5 o'clock, 12 m. morning. I Autumnal Equinox. Sep. 22. 4 o’clock. It mi 
Summer Solstice. June 21.1 o’clock. 5P m. morn | Winter Solstice. Dec. 21,9 o’clock, 43 min, r 


The Sun will be in Perigee, January 2, and distant from the Earth, 93.575,000 miles. 
“ Apogee. J uly 2, “ “ 96,768.000 “ 

“ “ Perigee, Decern. 30, “_“_ 93.573,000 “ 


RISINGS AND SETTINGS OF THE PLANETS AND STARS. 

Note — Risings and Settings being affected by latitude, (which Southings are not,) cannot with pro¬ 
priety find their places in a miscellany intended for general use. The following table, therefore, is 
designed to supply the deficiency. 
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EOXiIPSES 3C£T THE 3TSAH 1852. 

There will be six Eclipses this year; three of the Sun, and three of the Moon. 

[. There will be an Eclipse of the Moon on the eiSi and ?th of January, visible and total. 
Duration, 3 honrst, 38 minutes. Total, 1 hour, 38 minutes. 


CITIES, 

In the order of Longitude. 

Beginning. 

Beginning ot 

total 

darkness. 

Kiddle. 

End of total 
darkness. 

End of the 
Eclipse. 

d 

h. m 


d 

h. 

m. 

d. 

h. 

in. 

d. 

h. m. 

d. 

h. m. 

Astoria. 


6 

8 7 

E. 

6 

9 

7 E. 

6 

9 

58 E. 

6 10 45 E. 

6 11 45 E. 

San Francisco ... 


6 

8 13 

E. 

6 

9 

13 E. 

6 

10 

2 E. 

6 

10 51 E. 

6 

11 51 E. 



6 

9 50 

E. 

6 

10 

50 E. 

$ 

11 

39 E. 

7 

0 23 M. 

7 

1 28 M. 

New Orleans.... 


6 

10 21 

E. 

G 

11 

21 F. 

I / 

0 

10 31. 

7 

0 59 31. 

7 

1 59 M. 

St. Louis. 


6 

10 23 

E. 

6 

11 

93 S. 

7 

0 

12 M. 

7 

1 1 M 

7 

2 1 31. 

Mobile .. 


6 

10 28 

E. 

G 

V 

28 E. 

7 

0 

17 31. 

7 

1 6 31 

7 

2 6 M. 

Nashville. 


(i 

10 34 

E. 

3 

11 

34 E. 

7 

0 

23 M. 

7 

1 12 31. 

7 

2 12 31. 

Indianapolis. 


6 

10 37 

K 

3 

11 

37 E. 

7 

0 

26 M. 

7 

1 15 31. 

7 

2 15 31. 

Cincinnati. 


6 

10 '3 

E. 

6 

21 

43 E. 

7 

0 

32 M. 

7 

3 21 31. 

7 

2 21 M. 

Lexington ...... 



T S 14 

E. 

G 

11 

44 E. 

7 

0 

33 31. 

7 

1 22 31. 

7 

2 22 M. 

Mi I ledge vi lie. 



iO 48 

E. 

6 

11 

48 E. 

7 

0 

37 M. 

7 

1 26 M. 

7 

2 26 31. 

St. Augustine-... 


6 

10 55 

E. 

6 

11 

55 E. 

7 

0 

44 M. 

7 

1 33 31. 

7 

2 33 31. 

Charleston.. 

<r. . • 

’6 

11 1 

E. 

7 

0 

1 M. 

7 

0 

50 31. 

7 

1 39 M. 

7 

2 39 31. 

Ralei?*», . 


6 

11 6 

E. 

7 

0 

6 M. 

7 

0 

55 31. 

7 

1 44 M. 

7 

2 44 31. 

\ taUL&.l. 


6 

11 11 

E. 

7 

0 

11 M. 

7 

1 

0 M. 

7 

1 49 M. 

7 

2 49 M. 

Washington. 


• 6 

11 13 

E. 

7 

0 

13 M. 

7 

1 

2 M. 

7 

1 51 M. 

7 

2 51 31. 

Baltimore. 


6 

11 14 

E. 

7 

0 

14 M. 

7 

1 

3 M. 

7 

1 52 31. 

7 

2 52 M. 

Philadelphia. 


6 

11 20 

E. 

7 

0 

20 M. 

7 

1 

9 M. 

7 

1 58 M. 

7 

2 58 M. 

New Vork. 


6 

11 25 

E. 

7 

0 

25 M. 

7 

1 

14 31. 

7 

2 3 M. 

7 

3 3 31. 

Boston. 


6 

11 37 

E. 

7 

0 

37 M. 

7 

1 

26 31. 

7 

2 15 31. 

7 

3 15 M. 

East port.. • • 


6 

11 53 

E. 

7 

0 

53 M. 

7 

1 

42 31. 

7 

2 31 M. 

7 

3 31 31. 


Depth of immersion in the Earth's shadow, 20 digits from the southern side. 

II. There will be an Eclipse of the Sun at the time of New Moon, on the 21st of Janu¬ 
ary, in the morning, (20th day, in the evening, west of the Rocky Mountains,) invisible. It 
will be visible about the South Pole of the Earth, and only there. 

III. Thnre will be an Eclipse of the Sun, on the 17th of June, at the time of the New 
Moon, in the morning, (evening in the eastern part of New England,) invisible. It will 
be visible in the southern part of South America. 

IV There will be an Eclipse of the Moon on the 1st of July, at the time of Full Moon, 
in the morning: invisible. 

V. There will be an Eclipse of the Sun on the 10th of December, at the time of New 
Moon, in the evening, invisible. It will be visible throughout the greater part of Asia, and 
will be central and total on the meridian, in longitude 1270 18' east from Greenwich, and 
latitude 37° 28' north. 

VI. There will be an Eclipse of the Moon, on Sunday, December 26th, in the morning, 
visible and partly visible in the United States. 


CITIES. 

Beginning. 

Middle. 

End. 

Mag.at setting j 

h. m. 

h. ra. 

h. m. 

Digits. 

Astoria. 

3 19 

4 48i 

6 18 


San Francisco....«. 

3 25 

4 5 4± 

6 24 

J> sets. 


Austin . 

5 2 

6 31J 

6 58 

7.17 

w\ew Orleans. 

5 33 

Invisible. 

6 56 

8.05 

St Louis. 

5 35 

7 4± 

7 20 

7.77 

Mobile... 

5 40 

Invisible. 

6 58 

7.96 

Nashville. 

5 46 

** 

7 12 

8.10 

Indianapolis..... 

5 49 

7 18£ 

7 23 

807 

Cincinnati. 

5 55 

Invisible. 

7 20 

8.09 

j Lexington. 

5 56 

•• 

7 17 

8.03 

Milledgeville. 

6 0 

14 

7 3 

7.23 

St. Augustine. 

6 7 

“ 

6 54 

5.96 

j Charleston .. 

6 13 

rt 

7 2 

6.15 

Raleigh. 

6 18 

M 

7 10 

6.40 

Richmond. 

6 23 

a 

7 15 

640 

Washington... 

6 25 

« 

7 19 

6.58 

Baltimore. 

6 20 


7 20 

6.58 

Philadelphia. 

6 32 

Cl 

7 22 

6-24 

New York... 

6 37 

i< 

7 24 

5.96 

Boston. 

6 49 

« 

7 2 n 

5 31 

Eastport. 

7 5 


7 38 

4.47 

Duration, where the whole is visible, 2 hours and 59 minutes. Magnitude at the middle, 

8.12 digits on the 31oon’8 southern limb. 

Calculated by D. Young. N. Jersey. Published by Fishe*’ L Br^sPhila., N. York. Boston Balt 





















































































1852. First Month, JANUARY, Has 31 Days. 1852. 
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MISSISSIPPI, 

LOUISIANA, 
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THE INDIAN SQUAW, WHO FIRST STOLE AND THEN EAT ONE 
OF THE MORMON’S HORSES. 



During the progress of a party of Mormons, under the celebrated leader, 
Strang, towards their new settlements in Deseret, one of their number, 
who had a magnificent horse, of which he was very proud, and of which 
he took a great deal of care, was exceedingly astonished, one fine morn¬ 
ing, on discovering that the animal had been stolen. In company with 
some others he immediately set out in search of it. After following the 
tracks of the animal for several miles, they came to a pool of blood, after 
which no further traces of it could be found. Separating, and each one 
taking a different course, so as to meet at one common centre, they at last 
came upon an Indian camp : in the outskirts of it the amazed owner dis¬ 
covered the hind quarters of his noble beast suspended over a blazing 
fire, beside which was seated an old Indian squaw. She had stolen the 
horse, killed it, cut it up, and was then cooking it. Their first impulse 
was to kill the squaw; but, on reflecting that they were but few in num¬ 
ber, and the Indians very numerous, they thought it best to pocket the in¬ 
sult and say nothing about it: resolving, in their own minds, that they 
would hereafter keep a more strict watch over their property. 


MIKE FINK’S TREAT TO THE INDIANS. 

The celebrated Mike Fink once observed some Indians stealing into a 
widow’s milk-cave, from which they had frequently stolen quantities of 
cream, meat, cheese. &c. He watched them until they got in, fastened 
the door outside, and then bored holes through the bank above. He and 
his son then commenced pouring hot water down on them, until they 
yelled, kicked, and fainted ; while those who could, broke out, and^ran off 
to the woods, half scalded, telling their people that the milk-cave rained 
hot water. 










1852. Second Month, FEBRUARY, Has 29 Days. 1852. 
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THE CELEBRATED DANIEL BOON, 

THE FIRST SETTLER OF KENTUCKY, AND THE GREAT LION AND FATHER OF AD¬ 
VENTURES OF THE BACK WOODS, 



Lord Byrox, the prince of poets, thus eulogises our Hero of the Forest: 


% 

|i 


“Of all men, saving Scylla, the man slayer, 

That passes on in life or death most lucky, 

Of the great names that in our faces stare 
The ‘Daniel Boon, Backwoodsman of Kentucky,' 

Seems greatest among mortals anywhere.” 

We believe Daniel Boon to have been the first white man who built a 
hut or a hovel in Kentucky, and that was on the spot so famous ever since 
the American Revolution. A thrilling incident occurred shortly after the 
erection of his dwelling, when the country was swarming with Indians. 

A party of Indians made an attack upon his house one evening, after 
all had retired. A few of them crawled up to the window of his daugh¬ 
ter’s chamber, without alarming the inmates or the watch-dog, while the 
others guarded the door, ready to strike down all who should attempt to 
pass r,.< The- door had a small wicket in the middle, which Boon had 
defcignei .or a port-hole, through which to fire, in case of assault. The 
:;iiesof ii»3 daughter soon aroused Boon, who rushed, sword in hand, to se- 
-ure ttie door. At that moment an Indian thrust a gun through the wicket 
and fire 1 he then put in his head, crying, “ Can't come out, Cappin Boon, 
Injun ; nutt come to eat him an’ roast him.” He had scarcely uttered the 
words, when Boon’s sword descended upon the neck of the savage, sepa¬ 
rating his head from his body. The Indians pulled out the decapitated 
savage, and another took his place, meeting with a similar fate. The In¬ 
dians then retreated to the window by which their companions had entered. 
Boon had not previously recognised the cries of his daughter, whom two 
savages had dragged down stairs by the hair: he now attacked them, and the 
savages endeavoured to drag the girl into a large fire which was blazing 
on the hearth. With a blow of his sword, Boon cut off his daughter’s 
hair, which was in the grasp of the Indians, and they fell full length into 
the fire. He then opened the door, and allowed them to retreat, enveloped 
in flames. Their appearance caused the o.thers to make off at once. 















LYNCHING IN CALIFORNIA. 

Whe^t we read of the execution of “Lynch law” in California, we are 
sometimes apt to smile at the announcement, as some apparently ludicrous 
affair; but were we to witness one of these summary and cruel inflictions, 
we should no doubt think of the racks, and other inquisitorial devices for 
the infliction of torture. A sense of justice, no doubt, frequently suggests 
these operations} but, like all illegal popular movements, the barbarities 
perpetrated by them are shocking to behold, and often sink the self-con¬ 
stituted ministers of justice to a level with their victims, 
j Two pompous Englishmen having arrived among the placers of San 
Joaquin, with all the implements for digging and washing, commenced 
operations with great spirit in the vicinity where two boys, young American 
adventurers of about fifteen years of age, were digging. These two per- 
i sons worked about a fortnight in the spot they had selected, without the 
! least success, and, having lived prodigally upon their stores, they were 
1 under obligations to the generosity of the two boys, who supplied them 
: with flour, game, and often with medicine. From their long-continued 
fruitless efforts, the men began finally to despair of finding any gold in the 
place they had selected, and, perceiving that the lads were more fortunate, 
they took their tools over to their ground, and, without saying a word, com¬ 
menced ejecting them from their rightful quarters. The lads expostulated 
without effect—“the d—d Yankees had no right to the spot, anyhow, and 
I they must yield' 5 —and, in the end, the poor lads, after contending bravely, 
were not only beaten off, but were likewise plundered of a portion of their 
stores. The villains, however, did not long retain possession of their ill- 
gotten post, or their plunder j for, in about two days, the lads returned to 
the ground, claimed their rights, and were again repulsed: when, sud¬ 
denly sounding a small horn, about a dozen stout men rushed in, seized 
the English, and, after beating them in the most cruel manner, tied them 
up to the limbs of a tree, that overhung the river, put knives into their 
hands, aud gave them the choice of hanging there till they died, or of cut¬ 
ting themselves loose, and dropping into the rapid stream, with the almost 
certain prospect of being drowned. 


ADVENTURE OF BISHOP BASCOM WITH A PANTHER. 

The following incident occurred during the early career of the late Dr. 
Bascom, when his “ circuit” embraced the unsettled frontiers of Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Ohio: 

“ He was once followed several miles by a large panther, that threatened 
at every bound to spring upon him, and from which he was rescued by 
reaching the cabin of a settler. At another time he was lying quietly in 
the forest, reading, when he heard the voice of a man crying to him to lie 
still until he fired, on the peril of his life. Quickly glancing his eyes in 
the direction whence the sound came, he saw the friend at whose house 
he was stopping, with his rifle elevated towards the tree under which he 
was reposing. Turning his gaze upward, he saw on the limb of the tree, 
not twenty feet above him, a majestic panther, whisking his tail, and just 
ready to leap upon him. In that fearful moment, when death seemed al¬ 
most inevitable, with a courage and self-control truly wonderful, he lay 
perfectly quiet till the crack of the rifle was heard, and the ferocious beast, 
pierced by the unerring aim of the backwoodsman, fell lifeless by his side* 







INDIANS FIGHTING WITH A MOOSE. 



The Indians of the Rocky Mountains prefer hunting the moose to any 
other animal, from the fact that they are the most difficult to capture, their 
flesh is more easily preserved, and their skin makes the best and most 
durable covering for their bodies and their beds. One day, while grazing 
my horse upon a grassy hillock, I heard a yell aud a loud snorting, and 
suddenly a noble moose dashed along a few yards above, his nostrils al¬ 
most breathing fire, and his sharp-pointed horns ready to plunge death into 
any animal that might venture to obstruct his way. In one moment I was 
surrounded by a throng of pursuing Indians, amid a blinding cloud of dust. 
On they sped, with their spears levelled—the whole world seemed com¬ 
pressed in that single chase. The moose, hotly pressed, flew onward, 
T idians were surrounding him; and, in a few moments, the 
fa it be*'; .^tood rearing and pawing within the circle of his pursuers, 
|! v ;< -nred each moment to contract; but, by a most incredible bound, 

?, and a acri with his horns, the animal broke through the ring, and I nar- 
j! m ly wc* r>? d a furious charge from his horns. The Indians again hemmed 
hail -o, a* die counter-charge between their spears and his horns, was 
the most exciting scene I ever witnessed. Many a horse, gored by his 
horns, reared and fell bleeding beneath his rider. At last the wounds 
made by a dozen spears, and the hot rifle balls, brought the animal reeling 
and rolling in the high grass, from which, at intervals, his huge horns 
would dart up again, as though he still felt power enough to extricate him¬ 
self. I approached near; he had again raised himself upon his feet, dug 
the ground, licked the blood which poured from liis eyes and nostrils, and 
springing at one of the foremost Indians, he split his opposing spear into 
a dozen pieces; another Indian opposed him, with the like result—while, 
catching one of their blankets on his horns, he tore it into rags. The sa¬ 
vages, seizing on this moment of blindness, fell upon him with the butts 
of their guns, and soon despatched him. 
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A PICTURE OF LIFE, JUSTICE, AND DEATH IN CUBA, 


As attention how seems turned to affairs in this Island, we think the 
following narrative will prove interesting to the mass of our readers: 


“A gallego Was observed at early dawn to place a box upon one of the 
quays, with the evident intention of throwing it into the water ; but, per¬ 
ceiving that he was watched by some soldiers, he abandoned his charge, 
and ran away. The soldiers, imagining the box to contain contraband 
goods, eagerly opened it, and found the corpse of a very pretty girl, with 
a rope around her neck, with which she had evidently been strangled. 
Her legs were sawed off at the hips, and half sawn through at the knees, 
for the greater facility of packing; she had been divested of her clothing, 
and wrapped up in a clean sheet. A sham search was made for the mur¬ 
derers, but, as usual, came to nothing. It was whispered that a bag of fifty 
moidores had sealed up the fountain of justice. The soldiery do not like 
the duty of hunting out felons and bringing them to justice. The criminal 
is almost always sure to escape, and is ever after the enemy of the soldier 
who apprehended him, and will kill him on the first opportunity. A vil¬ 
lain of this description for a long time infested the road between Havana 
and Matanzas, committing every kind of atrocity. At last he murdered 
a poor widow, and carried off a grey mare which she owned, and which 
the rascal coveted because it would enable him to carry on his fiendish 
profession on a, more extensive scale. Complaint was made to the alcalde, 
and the colonel of a regiment of cavalry quartered in Matanzas, was di¬ 
rected to furnish a detachment for his apprehension. The ruffian was 
seized while sleeping in a ruin, his head resting on a pig-skin full of wine, 
his carbine and knife by his side, and a bag of dollars; the mare was tied 
in the same enclosure. He made tempting offers to the commander to let 
him escape, but without effect. The fellow was, however, soon after libe¬ 
rated by the connivance of the authorities, and the commander of the de¬ 
tachment says he is in daily apprehension of being murdered, in reward 
of his zeal and integrity in pursuing and apprehending the ruffian. 




“ A few days since a carriage was drawn up at the door of a house be¬ 
longing to the pope’s nuncio, and the coachman and iacquey were lounging 
against the stone posts on either side of the door. A negro slave passed 
along the street between the carriage and the door. So good an opportu¬ 
nity of mortifying a poor, half naked negro could not be allowed to slip, 
and the coachman gave him a severe cut with his whip over the bare 
shoulders, which raised a thick welt. The poor fellow writhed with pam, 
upon which the blow was repeated ; the footman then seized the whip, 
and amused himself in a similar manner. The negro remained passive 
under this barbarous treatment; but, as it soon appeared, he had his rea¬ 
sons for so doing. He was watching his opportunity, and having found it, 
a flash of lightning is not more prompt than he was in his movements. 
With his.head crouched low, he butted at the coachman’s stomach, who, 
having the wall immediately behind him, was settled in the twinkling of 
an eye; then turning suddenly at the lacquey, the negro gave him with 
the sole of his foot a kick in the stomach, with such force and dexterity, 
that he stretched him lifeless. Leaving both his victims, he then took to 
his heels with the swiftness of a deer, to the gratification of myself and 
a friend, who were eye-witnesses of the whole 'transaction. We were 
highly pleased to see such gratuitous and unprovoked barbarity meet with 
its adequate reward.” 


















MIKE FINK HUNTING A MOOSE. 



Tfifi celebrated Mike Fink, tlie great admiral of flat-boatmen on the 
Western rivers, the William Tell of marksmen on land, and the most dar¬ 
ing of all wild-forest adventurers, was the Prince of moose-catchers. A 
moose, reader, is a very large species of deer, with a body like a fat horse, 
Without the tail, and a head something like that of a jackass, to which is 
appended a large pair of horns, weighing sometimes as much as ninety 
pounds. They are higher than an ordinary horse, and frequently weigh j 
more. A mammoth specimen of one of these brutes had long baffled the j 
skill of the best of marksmen and hunters, principally from his furious j 
character, his peculiar ability to ford the most rapid streams, and his prac- 1 
tice, on observing a single hunter on his track, of darting from an ambush, 
and, with the force of his horns and hoofs, dashing him to pieces. Mike 
Fb k 'i,. a t- -oose hunt, had gone far ahead of his companions, and re- 

mamt.d so b ug away that they became alarmed; They lit the hunters’ \ 

c; r* 1 n-.\s ai: ^i.ong the ravinej but could discern neither sign nor sound ' 
* r* , .;*nd to iVr ir hopes. A short and awful time elapsed, when, amid ] 

fc: the- : ,r it i • torrent, they heard a wild cry of a human being, accompa¬ 

nied by a tremendous snorting. They sprang upon a cliff, from the top of 
which they beheld Fink clinging to the horns of a huge moose, which was 
swimming rapidly towards an island, and at the same time, endeavouring 
with all his fury to shake the intruder off. On reaching the shore the 
animal was somewhat weakened by bis journey and heavy burthen, yet he 
darted back, disengaged himself, and prepared for a last, death-like effort. 
Fink’s gun and pistols being wet, were of course incapable of being dis¬ 
charged; yet he up with the butt of his rifle, which, at the second blow, 
was shivered to pieces by the heavy horns and head of the animal. He 
made a third, yet fainter dart, but Fink dodged him, and he fell upon his 
knees ; upGn which Fink, turning quickly, plunged his long knife nto his j 
throat~a second blow, and Mike Fink stood in triumph over the conquered 
moose. 
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1852. Fifth Month, MAY, Has 31 Days. 1852. 
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THE CELEBRATED ADVENTURER, KIT CARSON. 

The portrait of Boon,, inserted on another page, by a very strangs coin 
cidence, is said by those who have seen both, to be as correct a likeness 
as could be made, of the celebrated adventurer Kit Cajrsox, surnamed 
“The Rob Roy of the Rocky Mountains.” 

The herculean feats of this daring explorer of the wilds of the Rocky 
Mountains, have been related, printed, and sung from Boston to Sacramento 
The generous peril of his life in defence of unprotected settlers in the fat 
West, his courage in guarding and recovering the plundered earnings of 
the industrious gold-seekers, are all themes of high eulogy : but we will 
here give one thrilling incident, which has never been published. 

A party of Rocky Mountain Indians, on a predatory excursion, finding 
no other means of ingress into the house of a^squatter, concluded to effect 
it by lowering themselves down the capacious chimney. Kit Carson, who 
was hunting in the neighbourhood, soon observed the rpovements of these 
gentry, and resoived, to use his own expression, “to ’luminate their path, 
and give them a warm welcome.” So, he quietly repaired to the house, 
and very composedly asked the squatter if he had any straw, or even 
straw beds. “We have six straw beds,” was the reply. “Cram them j 

into the"fire-place,” said Kit. The squatter seemed astonished, and said j 
I he couldn't afford to burn up his beds, on any consideration. “Can you I 
afford to have yourself and your entire family scalped by the red niggers'?” I 
cried Kit, ‘‘for, as sure as you have a top-knot, there’s a half a tribe of 
these red devils in your chimney, ready to kill and scalp every mother's 
son of you!” Upon this explanation, the squatter readily consented, and 1 1 
the chimney was filled with three straw beds, and a large quantity of loose 1 ( 
straw. Fire was then applied, and a furious blaze was soon roaring up J 
the chimney. Hideous yells were now heard proceeding from the upper 1 
part of the chimney, arid presently, five Indian warriors, bedecked with | 
j feathers, and smeared with war-paint, came tumbling into the fire, com- 3 
I pletely dead. Kit Carson ran outside of the cabin with his double-bar- | 
j relied rifie, and found two more, who had been on duty as sentinels out- | 
side of he chimney, attempting to make their escape from the roof. He | 
j very coolly sent a leaden messenger into each of their heads, and thus j 
finished the whole party, much to the gratification of the squatter, who, 1 
by this ruse de guerre, was enabled to rid himself so easily of such onwel- 1 
come and unceremonious visitors. I 


TERRIBLE DEATH OF AN INDIAN WARRIOR. 

Iif the year 1767, the head chief of the Eries, being tired of life, called 1 
a council of his warriors, and informed them that he was about to end his 
existence, and requested a successor to be named previous to his death, 
which he said would take place before the expiration pf another moon. 
Accordingly, in about ten days after, he requested the chiefs and warriors 
of the tribe to accompany him to the shores pf the Father of Waters, 
(the Niagara River,) to witness his last act. After a few days’ journey, 
they encamped on its banks, and held a grand council. The calumet was 
smoked, Waa-waa-noah made a speech to his brethren in arms, and then, 
striding from the council, he entered a canoe which was fastened to the 
shore, cut the fastenings himself, and standing upright in it, singing his 
death-song, he was precipitated into the boiling cauldron of waters beneath. 
























« If ever anything,' 5 says Kit Carson, “made the fire flyout of my eyes, 
it was the sudden entry of a party of wolves into my encampment, with 
their eyes glaring like torch-light, and their teeth shining like the grinders 
of a shark.” But knowing that it was death or dare, mangle on one side 
or meat on the other, Kit immediately cocked his revolvers, which he held 
in one hand, and brandished his large knife in the other, while the leading 
wolf of the gang advanced upon him with his jaws extended wide enough 
almost to have swallowed an ordinary man whole; the others followed in 
close behind, as if eager to second the attack of their ferocious leader. 
Kit, like our brave Putnam, determined, general-like, not to waste a shot 
until the last moment. So he stood in a picturesque and formidable atti¬ 
tude, ready to receive the glaring invader with all possible courtesy. In 
one moment, the fierce animal gave a deafening howl, which was an¬ 
swered by the rest, and, with the wild glare of a fiend, sprang upon him. 
Kit met him with the whole volley of his revolver, which, for a moment, 
started the whole of them back, howling and tearing at each other in the 
most infuriated state of madness, the balls having taken effect on three or 
four of the foremost animals. Another yell, and at him they sprang with 
redoubled fury, when a volley from another revolver set them tearing and 
yelling about like a den of fiends; but still the pistol balls did not prove 
deadly enough for such monsters of the forest a3 he had to deal with, and 
wounded and infuriated, they again darted at him, the blood and foam 
dashing into his very eyes. Kit having reached his gun, now gave them 
the butt of it, wielding it with the force of a Hercules, till their skulls 
fairly cracked together. At last his gun slipped from his grasp, and in an 
effort to recover it, down he fell, and tlie wounded wolves upon him; but 
he out knife, and laying upon his back, cut, fought, and kicked, till he I 
knew no more; but, on recovering, he found himself the victor, and the ! 
wolves laying dead around him. 





















THE CELEBRATED HEROINE OF THE AMERICAN CAMP, 
“THE GREAT WESTERN,” 

You have heard of the “ Daughter of the Regiment,” reader, and also, 
no doubt, of “ Molly Moloony,” the great sutler in Napoleon’s campaigns; 
but we doubt whether either of them could compare with the lady at the 
head of this sketch. She followed the army of General Taylor from 
Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande, and from thence to Buena Vista and 
Monterey, and blended with the hardiness of a soldier the tender and 
careful attentions which only a woman knows how to bestow; while the 
hair-breadth escapes and intrepid exploits of which she was the heroine, 
would fill a large volume. While the army was encamped near Salt Lake, 
fresh water became so scarce, that both officers and men suffered incredi¬ 
bly for the want of it. In this unfortunate state of affairs, the sympathies 
of the “ Great Western” were active, as usual, in devising plans for the 
relief of the sufferers. Being a female, she knew she could venture to a 
much greater distance from the lines than the men; so she wandered out 
in quest of a spring, and at last succeeded in finding one, at the distance 
of three miles from the outposts of the camp, and, fixing four pails to a 
large hoop, in which she stood, she made as many as five trips per day, 
without the eamp knowing from w'hence she obtained the welcome supply 
of water. 

During one of these excursions, she was observed by three Mexican 
scouts, who, knowing the estimation in which she was held by the Gerieral 
and the whole camp, resolved to capture her at once, thinking that her 
ransom by the Americans would be an enviable sum. Accordingly, they 
slipped up behind her, and seizing her by the arms, a furious struggle en¬ 
sued, in which the Western contrived to free one hand, and draw forth 
her knife, with which she sent one of them reeling to the earth. The 
others, enraged at the death of their comrade, immediately released her, 
and levelled their guns; but, before they could cock their pieces, the 
Western dashed the contents of a water-pail directly into their gun-locks, 
and thus rendered them useless; and, drawing a pair of pistols from her 
belt, she sent the other two limping and howling towards their lines, at 
the same time calling to them to come back and take care of their dead. 


A TEXAN INDIAN’S TERRIBLE PUNISHMENT OF A CA 
MANCHE SPY, 

A shout time before our army crossed the Rio Grande, a Texan I d a », 

1 who had followed the army of General Taylor, observed a Carnanche In- 
! dian, who had passed freely along the line, by the liberal usages of the 
camp towards the Indians, lurking near the tent of the General and other ■ 
prominent officers. The Texan Indian walked up to him, and thus ad¬ 
dressed him:—know you well; I have watched your trail; you have 
: been allowed to pass this camp; you have eat of the rations of the kind 
; goldiers, and you are playing the spy. You must die! Here is my rifle— 
i my tomahawk—my scalping-knife—I give you your choice of deaths. By 
j. which will you die 1 ? — I’m in haste.” The Indian, finding resistance in 
vain, chose the rifle. He was now ordered to lie flat upon the ground, 
while, with ias left foot upon the breast of his victim, the Texan chief 
immediately lodged the contents of the rifle in his head. 














A BUFFALO HUNT ON THE PRAIRIES, 



Amojtq all the wild pursuits and chases of the West, the buffalo hunt is 
the most exciting and perilous. When pursued beyond a certain point, 
the animal becomes furious and formidable in the extreme. Sir Walter 
Scott has described 

“-The sta^ at bay, 

A dangerous foe.” 

But the buffalo hunted to his lair, with life enough to resist, is a most ter¬ 
rific antagonist. Yet, their resistance, after all, is not the most fearful dan¬ 
ger to be apprehended in their pursuit, it is the awful and precipitous path 
with which they frequently entrap and destroy their pursuers, and which 
we shall endeavour to describe in one of the many actual adventures. 

“ A party of ten active horsemen, forming the advance-guard or escort 
of a caravan, descrying a herd of buffalos in the distance, and, being some¬ 
what sh ., nf provision, set off in full chase of the animals, with the hope 
» of seer ng some fresh animal food for their less able companions. With 

P > up t 1 and pistol, they dashed upon them, while the clattering of 

hoof \ e snorting and bellowing of the flying and infuriated beasts 

: seemed to •. ake both earth and air shake around them ; the chase was for 

many hours of the most desperate and hazardous character. The way led 
over rocks and deep ravines, through long and tangled grass, which was 
occasionally set on Are by the velocity and force with which the plunging 
animals struck the earth with their hoofs. At last, after rallying several 
times for resistance, and being hotly pressed on all sides, and frequently 
wounded, the buffalos were observed to herd closely together, and dart for¬ 
ward in a straight line. The chase was now swift, noiseless, and terrible. 
In a short time the animals disappeared, and the horsemen spurred furi¬ 
ously onward, excited by the disappointment, only to precipitate the fore¬ 
most of them over a steep declivity, into a grave of rushing waters. The 
buffalos, finding no other means of escape, had purposely led their pur¬ 
suers to the edge of a lofty cliff, whence they leaped into the foaming 
torrent.” 
























THE GREAT BULL BEAR TREED BY ONE OF COL. FREMONT'S BAND, 


ASSISTED BY AN INDIAN. % 

“ Whaler Bill,” of Marblehead, whose name is well known about that 
place, and at New Bedford, quit the whale service, and became one of the 
most intrepid of Colonel Fremont's band. Bears were his particular sport, 
from his having frequently encountered them in the^nortkern whale fishe¬ 
ries; but he almost encountered his match while crossing the Big Rocky. 
While rowing along the beautiful Pyramid Lake, accompanied by a fa¬ 
vourite Indian, he heard a commotion in the water, which he said was 
noise enough for a grampus, and following in the direction to the shore, 
his eye fell upon a huge bear, which was in the act of ascending a tree. 
He sprang out of the boat with his gun uplifted, rushed through the water, 
half blinded by the spray, and was just in the act of cocking his piece, 
when he felt.a ponderous force upon his chest, a suffocating clutch was 
about his neck, and two rows of pointed teeth were ready to sink into his 
flesh. The astonished Indian retreated, with the hope of alarming sortie 
companions. Both were now struggling in the water: Bill luckily managed 
to extricate himself from the paws of the monster, which he backed against 
a tree; but the bear made another cluteh, and fixed both teeth and fore¬ 
paws into his cap, which fortunately slipped off, and once more disengaged 
him. Up came Bruin for another hug, while Bill boxed him right and left 
with the butt of his gun, until it broke short off by the lock, and left them 
once more to tug for it, paw to paw. Bill's only hope of victory now 
rested in his knife, which he found great difficulty in getting his hand 
upon, so furiously did the animal press upon him. At last, with a most 
desperate kick, he managed to push the brute a little back, and draw out 
his knife, and, as he advanced upon him, he plunged it into his breast; he 
advanced again more fiercely, and growled like thunder, but Bill, having 
drawn forth his blade, gave him another lunge, alt which the animal re¬ 
treated to the tree, while the Indian coming up with another gun, they 
advanced, and, after a brief skirmish, placed the inanimate monster Bruin 
in their boat, for a morning’s meal for the Band. 





























TWO MEN ATTACKED BY WOLVES WHILE SKATING ON 
FEATHER RIVER. 



- A most fearful incident in California life is thus detailed by a recent 
adventurer to his brother in New England : 

“In the severe winter of 1851,” says the narrator, “myself and a com¬ 
panion, finding all other routes obstructed by a heavy snow, put on our 
skates, and started down Feather river, on a rough, rocky bed of ice. Fir 
aud hemlock of a century's growth, met overhead, and formed an archway 
radiant with frostwork. All was dark within; but I was young and fear¬ 
less, and, as I peered into an unbroken forest that reared itself on the bor¬ 
ders of a stream, I laughed with very joyousness. Suddenly a sound arose, 
it seemed to me to come from beneath the ice; it sounded low and tremu¬ 
lous at first, until it ended in one wild yell. Turning .my head to the shore, 
T \ two dajrlc objects dashing through the brushwood m a speed nearly 
c 'ub.c r ny own. By this rapidjty, gnd the short yells which *thgy ocpasion- 
a'dy pwe, I ) new that these were the much^dreaded grey wolf I dashed 
1 v d, the light flakes of snow spinning front the iron of my 
jk'U'Ss, * - x. was s.ome distance from my pursuers, when their fierce bowl 
told rr*> L .vac still their fugitive, fearer and nearer they came; I heard 
their feet pattering on the ice, and I could feel their breath, and hpar their 
sniffling scent. Turning suddenly in my course, the wolves, being close 
behind, up able to stop, aud as unable to turn on the smooth ice, slipped 
and fell, still going on far ahead; their .tongues were lolled put, their white 
tusks glaring from their bloody mouths, their d^rk, shaggy breasts were 
fleeced with foam, and, as they passed me, their eyes glared, and they 
howled with fury. A single slide, however, brought the teeth of the fore¬ 
most one in contact with the fur trimming on my overcoat. The struggle 
was dreadful, and my strength was almost spent, when my comrade’s rifle 
laid the foremost ones to struggle upon the ice, which broke in with their 
weight: the others became entangled jn the death-gripe of their sinking 
companions, and were drowned. Seizing a pole extended by my com¬ 
rade, I was soon enabled to return thanks to Heaven for my deliverance.” 
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1852. Eighth Month, AUGUST, Has 31 Days. 1852. 













































































FATE OF ONE OF COL. FREMONT’S MEN ON THE SACRAMENTO. 


“ Cursed be the gold and silver which persuade 
Weak men to follow the ore’s fatiguing trade; 
Too oft we range the land, and oft the sea, 
And are we only thus repaid by thee ?” 


The above lines of the immortal poet, Collins, may be well applied to j 
the fate Of the' bold California adventurers. Bill Brandon, one of the boldest 
of Colonel Fremont’s men, who survived the great perils of their journey. 
over the Rocky Mountains, reached the gold diggings on the Sacramento. > 
with no other implements for digging gold than the half of an old regula- I 
lion sword, and a tin basin. Yet, with these illy-adapted instruments, he : 
proceeded to hunt for the all-enticing metal, toiling heroically and patiently I 
for three weeks, with no other sustenance than occasional bits of fruit, 
and some bears’ meat, which he obtained by attacking the prowling ani¬ 
mal by night with large stones, with which, in the' desperation of his 
hunger j he sometimes managed to overpower one of those formidable 
beasts. His plan was* to hate a couple of very heavy stones in readiness, , 
and then allow the afcimal to approach him, when, raising one of the pon- ■ 
derous rocks with both hands, he would hurl it down upon the head of the 1 | 
bear with such force, that it was frequently so much stunned as to be un¬ 
able to make any prolonged resistance. Yet these terrific combats not nn- 
frequently brought in other bears to the rescue, from which he Was obliged 
to retreat by diving into a pool, or darting under the cavity of a blown-up || 
tree, and closing his retreat by barricading himself in With stones. At IJ 
last, in the fourth week of his toil, exposure* and suffering, poor Brandon If 
struck upon what is called “a knuckle” of the precious ore, indeed, upon 
I a succession of lumps of almost virgin gold ; and, in three days, he ex- 
I changed the amount of the rude ore for twenty thousand dollars. He then 
1 set off’ immediately for the banks of the Sacramento, in the full hope of 
meeting a steamer or a boat, and of embarking for sweet home “a wealthy 
man;” but, alas! he was too late, the last steamer had departed, and the 
late rains and floods had driven every boat and raft far down the river. 
For days he gazed, prayed, and waited, without a morsel of food. Having 
brought a bottle of rum with him, he resolved to drink it off at once, and 
thus, if possible, end his sufferings; but, he was in such a state of excite¬ 
ment, that the bottle slipped from his hands and rolled into the river. His 
hope and strength were now gone, and lie fell over upon the rock, heed¬ 
less Whether he rolled into the stream or died on land. He was found a 
few days afterwards by some lumber-men, the gold-pieces rolling from his 
withered hands, and the frogs and reptiles of the stream waiting to prfcy ■! 
upon his dead body* i 



THE BRAVERY OF MIKE FINK’S WIFE. 


One day a Snake Indian walked into Mike Fink’s cabin, when he was 
out hunting, picked up a venison ham, and ran off with it. Mike’s wife 
hearing a noise, looked out, and saw the robber making off with his booty. 
She picked up a gun and a hunting-knife, and started in pursuit. Finding 
that he could outstrip her in running, she fired a ball into his right thigh, 
which disabled him* She then came up to him, secured the liam, tied 
the villain’s hands together, dragged him back to the cabin, and kept him 
prisoner until her husband returned} who, thinking that the poor devil 
had already suffered enough, let him go. He went limping off, saying he 
would never steal anything more from Mrs. Fink. 














THE SLEEP OF DEATH. 

A PART OF COL. FREMONT'S BAND, OVERPOWERED BY THE COLD 
ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS* 



“Faint with hunger — shivering in the blast. 

The wan adventurer sank and groaned his last; 

Yet, ere he sank in nature’s last repose. 

Ere life’s last ebbing to the torrent froze, 

The dying man to Eastward turned his eye, 

Thought of his home, and closed it with a sigh.” 

“After lingering five-and-twenty days,” says a narrator, “ amid a fortifi¬ 
cation of frozen snow, and with scarcely one-fourth of the necessary nou¬ 
rishment to sustain life, a few of our stoutest companions set out volunta¬ 
rily, in hopes of discovering some source of aid or succour. We shook their 


cold and benumbed hands with an instinctive chill of death, for we scarcely 
hoped to see them again. Sun after sun arose and went down, yet still 
they came not, nor even the slightest ray of hope or succour: our store 
decreased to the last biscuit, which we endeavoured to divide into a three 
days’ meal among three of us: this we moistened for our parched lips by 
dipping the edges in the snow, and nibbling them crumb by crumb: we 
swallowed them, choking with grief, and fainting with hunger. Four days 
after this came the hardest trial that ever beings possessed of human sen¬ 
sibility can suffer : two of my companions became senseless, while the 
blood oozing from their cracked and frozen lips, and congealing upon their 
chins, presented the severest spectacle humanity could contemplate. Four¬ 
teen hours they lay in this condition, with their dying eyes at intervals 
glaring on my face, sometimes with the ferocity of hungry tigers, and at 
other times with all the pleading, penetrating glances of the most intense 
suffering and supplication, until I saw the last and horrid death-chill creep 
over their haggard faces, and their dim eyes shut in the sleep of death. 
Overcome by hunger and despair, I threw myself beside their frozen 
forms, hoping to follow them, even to such an end of woe and horror, 
when I felt a few warm drops stealing upon my cheek: they were the 
tears of Kit Carson and my lost companions, arrived only in time to restore 
me to life and hope.” 



















1852. Ninth Month, SEPTEMBER, Has 30 Days. 1852. 
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THE DEVIL’S HOLE; OR, THE BLOODY RUN. 


A TERRIFIC INCIDENT OF THE CANADA WAR. 


Duristg the late war, the Seneca nation of Indians, who reside in the 
neighbourhood of Buffalo, were employed by our government, and attached 
themselves to the army then about to enter Canada under the command of 
General Brown. The principal chief of this tribe was called “ Farmer’s 
Brother,” a stout, athletic warrior. The frosts of upwards of eighty win¬ 
ters had passed over his head, yet he retained his faculties in an eminent 
degree. He possessed all the ardour of his younger associates, and was 
uncommonly animated at the prospect, which a fresh harvest of laurels 
presented to his view. 

This celebrated chief, in the war between England and France, was en¬ 
gaged in the service of the French. He once pointed out to the writer of 
this, the spot where, with a party of Indians, he lay in ambush, patiently 
awaiting the approach of a guard, that accompanied the English teams 
employed between the Falls of Niagara and the garrison, which had there 
lately surrendered to Sir William Johnston. The place selected for that 
purpose is now known by the name of the Devil’s Hole, and is three and 
a half miles below the famous cataract upon the American side of the 
strait. The mind can scarcely conceive a more dismal-looking den. A 
large ravine, occasioned by the falling in of the perpendicular bank, made 
dark by the spreading branches of the birch and cedar, which had taken 
root below, and the low murmuring of the rapids in the chasm, added to 
the solemn thunder of the cataract itself, conspire to render the scene 
truly awful. The English party were not aware of the dreadful fate that 
awaited them. Unconscious of danger, the drivers were gaily whistling 
to their dull .ox-teams. Farmer’s Brother and his band, on their arrival at 
this spot, rushed from the thicket that had concealed them, and commenced 
a horrid butchery. So unexpected was such an event, and so completely 
were the English disarmed of their presence of mind, that but a feeble 
resistance was made. The~guard, the teamsters, the oxen, and the wagons, 
were precipitated into the gulf. But two of them escaped ; a Mr. Sted- 
man, who lived at Schioper, above the falls, being mounted on a fleet 
horse, made good his retreat; and one of the soldiers, who was caught on 
the projecting root of a cedar, which sustained him until assured, by the 
distant yell of the savages, that they had quitted the 7 -ound. He then 
clambered up and proceeded to Fort Niagara with tl re ot this 

disaster. Admail rivulet which pours itself dowr- -■ ■ * ' - : w c 

literally coloured with the blood of the vanquished. 1 !>e wavei c * H 
inquires of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood we t ’ h eres.'i.g 
events, which may have occurred there, will be tol.J. .ue uo.w o.'j of 
this .ambuscade, and. will be shown the Bloody Run } a nam e which this 
little stream has borne ever since. 




ENCOUNTER OF KIT CARSON WITH THE ROOT-DISGERS. 


Thehe is a tribe of Indians in Upper California, who live on the roots 
which they dig out of the earth, and any stray piece of carrion they may 
chance to find ; they are most Wretched beings, going perfectly naked. A 
party of them once stole a valuable horse belonging to Kit Carson: he pur¬ 
sued them, and caught them in the act of eating i,t. He was so enraged, 
that he dashed in upon them, singly and alone, caught the ringleader, and 
literally flayed him alive. The rest escaped as fast as they could. 


























Amoxg the many formidable wild beasts of California, there is one de¬ 
nominated by the Indians the Thunder Bear, horn the terrific and sonorous 
growl with which, it is said, he shakes the forest for miles. In length and 
breadth he equals the buffalo, while his strength and ferocity render.him 
the terror of the fiercest animals. An Indian hunter, in one of his excur¬ 
sions, was startled by a most hideous roar among the hills, which appeared 
to be the mingled cries of a whole herd of wolves, and which fairly shook 
the earth around. The farther he proceeded, the more loud and violent 
the yc^ls became, till in a few moments even his experienced sight was 
arrested by a most terrific scene. The “ Thunder Bear” had attacked a 
huge she-wolf in her nest, while guarding her young, upon which, ’tis said, 
this beast delights to prey, and they were now in fierce contest for the mas¬ 
tery. They had struggled some feet from the wolf’s lair, and were now 
engaged upright, paw to paw, and jaw to jaw: the wolf bit furiously into 
the head and throat of her antagonist, at which the bear sent up a most 
deafening roar, while at the same time he sent forth a shrill howl. Up and 
down they had it for an incredible space of time, till the very earth seemed 
to smoke with the friction of the conflict; the bear at intervals clutching 
the wolf in his clasp, with a powerful hug, which made his bones crack 
again. In this state of almost suffocation would the wolf continue to gnaw 
and howl, while his protruding tongue and projecting eyes cast off the ter¬ 
rific glare of an infernal dragon. At last, after repeated and powerful 
hugs, the poor wolf rolled over, with the bear upon it, exhausted by suffo¬ 
cation, while the bear was compelled to turn and drag his body twenty 
different ways, be.ore he could disengage himself from his death gripe ; 
when, having reposed for a few moments on his haunches, he fell furiously 
to devouring the wolf, commencing on its entrails, which the wolf seemed 
still to feel, by the short muscular contraction of its body. The wily In¬ 
dian finding him thoroughly engaged, fatigued and full, rode near, and dis¬ 
charged his two barrels into his heart, at which the animal rolled about 
with the most horrid yells. The Indian then trampled him to death be¬ 
neath the hoofs of his horse, exulting in having slain the Thunder Bear. 




















THE GREAT BUZZARD-KILLER. 



There is a species of Buzzard on the Rocky Mountains, which greatly 
resembles the vulture in appearance and in rapacity, and they hover about . 
the camps of the caravans, like hawks about a hen-coop. Indeed, if there 
chances to be one person or animal on the sick list, these dark-winged 
demons of the air come hovering about with an ominous hiss and dart, 
which, to the superstitious of the band, are as bad as death itself; and, 
whenever attacked, they fight most furiously, while the sickening odour 
which they emit, and which seems as a sort of weapon of defence, makes j j 
some of the best marksmen and ablest hunters disinclined to attack them. I j| 
* £ But there was an individual in our party,” says a writer, “ whose ol- J 
factory nerves seemed l fogoproofs and who took a marked delight in pop- I 
j ping at these flying undertakers , and chasing them to their haunts. I 

“A female relative of Col. Fremont's was attacked with ^ver m tr L 

Rocky Mountains, and during her illness, these individuals nev~r frj’e - | 

cloud the air and the sunshine of all our hopes respecting th u vg la 1 / * | 
recovery. ‘I ’ll give,’ says the Captain, ‘the handsomest hor 11 po.ii c.f J 
pistols in my possession, to any person who will rid us of the^e.l »reotts 
harbingers of death.’ ‘ Enough said, Capting,’ said a Vermonter, * your 
pistols are mine, and your horse, too, when you don’t happen to need him.-’ 

“ Every morning before muster, for at least a whole fortnight, we could ! 
hear the crack of Job’s rifle ringing amongst the hills; and every noon 
there seemed to be an evident diminution in the collected census of the 
! buzzard population. Yet none of us ever observed any of them to fall as 
1 shot while flying, and the great question was, How, when, and where 
I does the fellow do his execution? Finally, a few of us took it into our 
j pates to follow in his track one morning, which led us at least five miles 
j from the camp, encountering at every step a marked buzzard odour. At 
last, peering over a cliff, the secret was out; we discovered a flock break- 
fasting upon a carrion buffalo, and the mouth of Job’s rifle popping them 
1 down as fast as they rose from their meal.” 






























PASSING THE “DEVIL’S RACE,” 

AN ADVENTURE AMONG THE ALLIGATORS AND MUSQUITOE5 
IN CALIFORNIA. 

“ Under the guidance of two treacherous Indians,” says Colonel Fre¬ 
mont, “we were led to a horrid part of the coast called “The DeviVs Race," 
celebrated and feared as the haunt of enormous allligators. Scrambling 
and floundering about, the whole day was consumed in this Devil’s Race, 
as it is called, and the sun had set before we arrived at the beach of Long 
Bay, where the canoe already rode at anchor, outside of the breakers. As 
she could not pass through these without great danger of being overset, 
and, as we thought there would be less sea, and consequently less danger 
on the windward side of the bay, we. made signs to the negroes to row it 
across to the eastward, and attend us under the lee of the land. We con¬ 
tinued our walk; but the bay proved of greater extent than we had reck¬ 
oned it, and the night elosed in upon us when we had yet nine or ten 
miles to travel along a ridge of sand, with the sea on our right, and a 
morass on the left. This sandy ridge is intersected by ffve rivers, three 
of which we crossed without much difficulty, not being obliged to wade 
deeper than two or three feet; but the remaining two being too deep to be 
forded, we were under the necessity of swimming. The first of these was 
crossed with some difficulty, as we were obliged to carry ov-e* our clothes, 
tied into bundles, on our heads, and our matchets in our mouths, wrapped 
in a handful of grass: but a new and unexpected difficulty awaited us at 
the last, which is called Alligator River, from the monsters that inhabit it. 
As we sauntered along its banks, feeling for a place to launch ourselves 
.(for it was too dark to see very distinctly, the sky being -overcast), we 
heard the alligators, alarmed at our approach, plunging from the bank into 
the river; one, two, three flounced into the waves, before we adverted to 
the cause of this plunging. What was then to be done ? Whither could 
we retreat, with four rivers in our rear, and the Devil's Race beyond them, 
and all in darkness? The Devil’s Race is horrible by day, what must it 
not be in a dark night? The canoe had long left us, and was probably at 
Milk River; to return or to remain must, the-re&re, be useless. While we 
debated the matter with no very agreeable forebodings, a swarm of ten 
I million mosquitoes began an attack Ujpon us, with such inveterate fury, 
j' we wore r most obliged to rush into the water to escape them. Stand- 
g, log asked on t l *o river’s brink, with our bundles tied under our china, 
| th-va > ad us completely at their mercy, while, to attempt to 

| fc. oape bv ic-s. into the river, would expose us to the expanded jaws 
At length the agonizing stings of these attacks became 
insufferable, and we plunged ‘nto the stream, making as muoh noise as 
possible, to scare the alligators. A light in a barque across the Devil’s 
Race attracted our attention, and we struggled away for our very lives. 
But the alligators had, with astonishing sagacity, anticipated our course, and 
were waiting for us in large numbers upon the bank, prepared to give us 
a warm, but, in our present circumstanoes, by no means an agreeable re¬ 
ception. The prospect was anything hut pleasant, and the contemplation 
of it made more than one stout heart quake with fear. We were, how- 
ever, providentially enabled to escape them. We directed our course to 
a partially shivered rock, and, by pelting the alligators wiih the loosened 
fragments, we succeeded in driving them into the water, and made good 
our retreat, overjoyed at having escaped from the dangers which sur¬ 
rounded us.” 
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ONE OF KIT CARSON’S MEN SHOOTING VULTURES IN THE 
ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 



Amojtg the thousand dangers which beset the pathway of the traveller 
through the Rocky Mountains, the hungry and ferocious vulture is not the 
least to be dreaded. The bold Kit Carson and his intrepid band having 
encamped for a few days’ rest near a huge cliff denominated “Arrow’s 
Peak,” by the Indians, were nightly assailed by large flocks of these fea¬ 
thered monsters, which ventured to their very wagons, on the scent of 
some of their animals, that might be dying with exposure or fatigue. One 
of Kit's companions, known to be as true in courage as in aim, determined 
to attack them in their haunts. Accordingly, he provided himself with 
two double-barrelled pieces, a knife, pistols, &c., and left the camp, alone, 
determined, as he said, to thin some of their surplus population, or become 
their prey. After reaching a fearful enclosure of high rocks and dark ra¬ 
vines, his eye suddenly 'fell upon a flock of these rapacious creatures. 
Their acute scent almost instantly informed them that some prey was near, 
and, darting from the towering rocks, they soon discovered the bold adven¬ 
turer* In one instant, the leader or vulture king made a plunge at him ; 
but just as he spread out his fearful beak and talons for his prey, the wily 
marksman sent a bullet through his heart. The others dashed upon him 
for revenge, as well as to make him their prey, each one receiving the 
same death ball, till the loaded pieces were discharged, when the remainder 
of the flock made a general and furious attack on him. He defended him¬ 
self with the butt of a gun, and the contest became furious in the extreme; 
the adventurer’s clothes and skin were rent by their piercing claws, until 
the blood oozed out in fearful profusion, and he reeled backwards in a 
state of hopeless exhaustion. Had he now fallen to the ground his death 
would have been certain ; but, fortunately, a friendly rock arrested his 
downward course, and, resting against it, he was fortunately enabled to 
draw a large knife from his belt, and cut at them as they darted at him, 
with all the desperation of a death struggle. The few that were able to 
fly retreated, sounding the terrible hiss peculiar to their race. 

















A THRILLING ADVENTURE WITH AN OUNCE OR CALIFORNIA 
TIGER. 

Those who are rushing to the various diggings of California, seldom 
suppose that, while they are digging for the ounces of gold, they may have 
to encounter an Ounce of a different nature, ill the form of a California 
tiger. Such, however, is not unfrequently the fact, as the following au¬ 
thentic narrative will testify: 

Colonel Woodruff of Cambridge tells us, that, during the early part of 
his operations, near the bluffs of Feather River, he and his companion 
were frequently awakened in their cabin, in tlie middle of the night, by 
very loud and repeated scratching and pawing; and, not having any faith 
in the “ mysterious knocking” business, they were determined to keep 
upon the watch for an evening, in order to ascertain, if possible, the cause 
of these peculiar visitations. So, they remained one evening outside of 
the cabin until the moon had gone down, and was succeeded by an impe¬ 
netrable darkness. As they bath reclined behind a huge cliff on the left- 
hand side of their dwelling, their ears were startled by the same peculiar 
pawing, which was accompanied with a cat-like step, and slight mew, pe¬ 
culiar to that animal. The horrid apprehension that they Were in the 
vicinity of the ounce or tiger, now impressed itself upon the mind of Col. 
Woodruff, who remembered that his son, a boy of ten years of age, was 
fast asleep within the cabin. As he and his companion emerged from be¬ 
hind the rock, their eyes encountered the yellowish-red and demonia-c 
glare of two of these rapacious and ferocious beasts; and their horrors 
were augmented by the reflection that they had brought no other arms 
with them from the cabin but their spades. The animals, scenting and 
snuffing their way, were now crawling slowly between the hangings of 
their cabin, in whieh were their few remaining provisions, and, above all, 
the poor boy, in unconscious sleep, liable to become the first prey of the 
ferocious beasts, r aeir first impulse was, to make an attack upon them 
with their spad' >oing ignorant of their number, and the darkness 

being so very ■ U ey • red their entire destruction in such an unequal 
contest. T ;, c a>i nois had now apparently passed to the inner room of 
the cabin, and their mew of exultation was heard, as they appeared to 
scent die fiitla store of meat. A sudden thought luckily struck Woodruff; 
he r rb t a tint both of their guns were suspended at the top of the 
cp" winch t iey might reach by putting their arms through the smoke- 
bfd- abovo. They both crept stealthily up, and with some little effort they 
| -■ i obtaining possession of their guns. Gazing down through 

i t’ . aperture, they discovered, by the light of the smouldering fire, two 
f *r cions tigers, preying upon their last remaining ham, while a third, 
h. ving been driven away by his more powerful and hungry companions, 
was snuffing and pawing amongst the bed-clothes, where the boy was still 
in a sound sleep. There was now but one thing to he done, and that re¬ 
quired promptness and precision. They lay down upon the roof, and, 

! making room for their arms, put the muzzles of their guns through the 
aperture, took deliberate aim, and fired. The report of their pieces was 
succeeded by the most horrid yells imaginable, among which were also 
heard the cries of the awakened boy. . Fearing that' one of their balls 
might have struck him instead of one of tlie wild beasts, their horrors 
were now, if possible, redoubled. But the boy, almost instantly upon his 
awaking, seized a match, and lit a pine torch by his bedside. The joy 
of Woodruff and his companion may be imaginecl on seeing the safety of 
the boy, finding two of the animals dead, and the third one .making off. 
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Indiana, Illinois, 
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For S. CAROLINA, 
Georgia, ALABAMA 
MISSISSIPPI, 
LOUISIANA, 

Floriila &. Texas. 

ClClWC/iOlCiClWClCtClClCiCiCTCiClCrtCiOlClClWClOlCnC'lClClW Is — E 
© © © © c. ci w ci ci ci ci ci ci W ci c<<r. a, a a a <i -^i ■*-j oc a» od © © ©' P 9*v. 

©©00-l©2©Ciife.COJ0^-©2 M0©00^10. Ct*CiWJPh-© 3 M©©lr r £'2 

S55S=I»SSSS‘gS£S3feS;ft6gSS;?oftgllS3 8Ss'- B il 

MoScc^Sa^SlojoSojcS ^4©w ^GS^Soao-aoto^wJ©!— {* 


1852, Twelfth Month, DECEMBER, . Has 31 Days. 1852. 





































































AN INDIAN HUNTER, RIDING ON A TAME BUFFALO, ATTACKED BY A CALIFORNIA TIGER. 




















































